
SEA Corpus User Guide 

 

Welcome to the SEA (SouthEast Anglia) Corpus! Here you will find over 300 audio recordings which 

you can use for your own research. Many of the recordings also have partial transcripts (around 20 

minutes worth) and background files (more detailed information about the participant including 

ethnicity, education, employment, where they live (area) and their spouse, parents and social 

network) .  

 

Using the SEA Corpus for your own research 

Finding an audio file 

You can use the search tool to find audio 

recordings which were made in a certain 

area or which include participants 

within a certain age range or which 

were made during a certain time period. 

Browsing dialect recordings or speakers 

will take you to the list of all of the 

recordings/ speakers available. 

  

 

This address will take you straight to the search tool: https://orb.essex.ac.uk/lg/seacorpus/database/ 

To find an audio recording which matches more specific criteria try using the excel spreadsheet 

available on the initial website page. The excel spreadsheet contains the most information about 

each recording, additional information includes whether the recording has accompanying 

background files or transcripts, whether they include style shifting inducing strategies, how many 

people can be heard in the recording and it’s sound quality score (top score of 5). Once you have 

found a recording you would like to use you can use the recording code to find it in the list of 

recordings (see above). 

 

https://orb.essex.ac.uk/lg/seacorpus/database/


Downloading an audio file 

Any materials available in 

the SEA corpus can be 

accessed online or 

downloaded and saved. To 

download an audio file 

(mp3) right click on the time 

bar which you see when the 

file is being played and 

choose the “save as” option.   

 

 

 

 

Tip: you may already have software which you like to use for playing and editing audio files, if you 

don’t then try downloading a piece of freeware called “audacity” which has features including the 

possibility of playing a section of the audio in a loop and slowing down the playback speed. If you 

wish to save your work as an mp3 file you will also need something like “LAME”. 

 

 

Extra  

Supplementing the SEA corpus 

You may find that while the SEA corpus has some audio files that you can use, you need to make 

some of your own to achieve your target sample. Of course this should be discussed with your 

project supervisor but here are some tips to help you to make your recordings as good as possible.  

Firstly try learning from other people. Listen to some of the recordings on the SEA corpus, ask 

yourself what you think works well (how can you achieve this?) and what doesn’t work well (how 

can you improve on this?). Also do you need to match your interview style to the style of the 

interviews that you are adding to from the SEA corpus? 

Remember sound quality is important! There is no point in getting really good data if you can’t hear 

it, especially as you will probably have to listen really closely for your linguistic variable(s).  

- Get used to setting up and using your audio recording device. Listen back to recordings that 

you have made and check that you are happy with the quality. Remember the departmental 

office has audio recorders which you can borrow if you need to.  



- Choose the right location. Find somewhere quiet to hold your interview, annoying 

background noise can include: other people, traffic, television, the birds singing in your 

garden etc… 

Now you know that you will be able to hear your interview think about what you want it to include, 

this will vary depending on your project and your preference but in essence you probably want to 

hear as much of the participants speech as possible. Here are a few tips: 

- Be aware of how much you are speaking. Can you speak less and encourage the participant 

to speak more? 

- Make the participant feel that you are interested in what they are telling you. The best way 

of doing this is to actually be interested, if not you might come across as insincere. So… ask 

the right questions, what do you want to hear about and what do they want to talk about? 

- Try interviewing people you don’t know. That way they will have more to tell you because 

you will never have heard their funny childhood stories or what they think about a certain 

subject.  

Finally, a little plea: please avoid recording something which might reduce the confidentiality of the 

participant such as full names (of anyone in the recording or of anyone else... basically anyone unless 

they are a celebrity), addresses, telephone numbers, email addresses.  

  

In conclusion 

We hope you find the SEA Corpus to be a useful tool and we wish you the best of luck with your 

research. Remember that the SEA Corpus was created and is constantly being added to and 

maintained by students and staff at the University of Essex. If you have anything to add to the 

corpus, found something that needs correcting or improving or would simply like to leave a 

comment (perhaps you would like to let us know about the research that you carried out) then 

please do get in contact. The email address for the SEA Corpus is seacorp@essex.ac.uk  

 

mailto:seacorp@essex.ac.uk

